Activity 2: Serbia






The Great War
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Serbia wished to retain its independence, but had concerns that Austria-Hungary wished to annex it, as Serbia’s size almost doubled in 1913 as a result of the Balkan Wars.





Serbia felt that Bosnia should be one of their provinces. However, it was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire after 1908. This was a constant point of contention.





Many Serbs lived in Bosnia who Serbia felt should be ruled by them.





Serbia had recently won its independence from the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire by the Treaty of Berlin 1878, and wanted to retain it.





Serbia believed Russia would support them if they were attacked. Russia wanted to reduce the power of Austria-Hungary.
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