Activity 2: France






The Great War
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France formed the Franco-Russian alliance with Russia in 1894 and would support Russia if she was attacked just as Russia would support France.





There was a long standing feud between France and Germany over land. 





France wanted the area of Alsace-Lorraine returned from Germany.





France believed Great Britain and Ireland would support her if she was attacked, according to the Entente Cordiale of 1904.





France was suspicious of Germany as it had been aggressive in the past. At the end of the Franco-Prussian war in 1871, Prussia (later known as Germany) forced France to cede Alsace-Lorraine to the new German Empire.








France had control over large areas of Africa.





France wished to retain its protectorate of Morocco. Germany supported Morocco’s claims for independence.





The Entente Cordiale ended almost a thousand years of rivalry between Britain and France. This, combined with the Franco-Russian Alliance of 1894, left Germany isolated, undermining her aspirations of a great empire.





The Franco-Russian alliance ended the isolation of France caused by Germany, and undermined the supremacy of the German Empire in Europe.
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