Activity 2: Germany






The Great War
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The Russian army was weakened by the Russo-Japanese war, but was increasingly getting stronger. The war had shown how weak the Russian army and navy were. Within two years however, Russia would be a superior force to Germany and strong enough to beat Germany in a war. 





Germany and Austria-Hungary would support each other in the event of war being declared. The Dual Alliance had been formed in 1879 in the event of an attack by Russia or any other European power. 





Tsar Nicholas II of Russia was crowned in 1894. Germany and Russia did not renew their friendship treaty. The Franco-Russian Alliance was formed as Russia wished to protect herself against Germany and Austria-Hungary. Germany believed war with Russia was inevitable.





The German Empire dated from 1871, with the unification of the German states under the Prussian leadership of Wilhelm I.





The Triple Entente between Britain, France and Russia isolated Germany in Europe, with France to the west and Russia to the east.





Tsar Nicholas and Kaiser Wilhelm II had met and secretly concluded the Treaty of Björkö in 1905. Russia was already committed in its alliance to France. The Tsar’s ministers told him the Treaty of Björkö could not come into effect without France’s agreement. It was a ‘dead letter’. Kaiser Wilhelm II was furious.





Russia and France had signed the Franco-Russian Alliance in 1894 to protect each other against Germany and Austria-Hungary.





Kaiser Wilhelm II wanted to create an Empire such as Britain had but was being prevented from doing so by Britain and France. Germany entered the scramble to acquire colonies late and only had small areas of Africa.





The Kaiser wanted a navy that would rival Britain’s Royal Navy. The Kaiser wanted mastery of the seas for his own empire. Germany had produced its own battleships in answer to the British ‘Dreadnought’.





The German army had more than doubled in size between 1871 and 1914.





Morocco was a protectorate of France. Germany supported Morocco’s bid for independence. 





Russia had backed down when threatened by German forces aiding Austria-Hungary during the Bosnian crisis.








Italy joined the Dual Alliance in 1882, forming the Triple Alliance after it failed in its competition with France to establish a colony in Tunisia.





France and Russia had an agreement with Britain to support each other in the event of attack – the Triple Entente. Germany was unsure how Britain would react if war broke out and believed that Britain would remain neutral. 
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