Activity 2: Austria-Hungary






The Great War
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Austria-Hungary was not strong enough on its own due to the dissention in its member states. Though Austrians were dominant, the empire housed many different ethnic and language groups.





Austria-Hungary





Many of the Balkan States had won independence from the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire. Austria-Hungary wanted to take over these states as they had already done with Bosnia.








Austria-Hungary was a multinational realm, the second largest in Europe after Russia. The empire consisted of many countries including Austria, Hungary, Slovenia, the modern-day Czech Republic, Slovakia, Serbia, Romania, Poland, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Much of the empire wants independence. Independence cannot be given to one country without it being given to them all.








Germany would support Austria-Hungary if she became involved in a war as agreed in their alliance.








Serbia and Bosnia wanted to merge. Austria-Hungary would not allow this. As a result, Serbian nationalists were causing problems for Austria-Hungary who had forced Serbia to give up land.





Russia could attack Austria-Hungary if she began hostilities against Serbia, as Russia was allied to Serbia.








Austria-Hungary wanted to annex Serbia.








Austria-Hungary’s Coat of Arms
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