Activity 2: Great Britain






The Great War
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Great Britain and Ireland





Great Britain and Ireland’s Coat of Arms





Great Britain and Ireland was the greatest imperial power, ruling over a quarter of the world’s land surface, and it wanted to stay that way. It was the empire on which the sun never set. 








Great Britain needed to maintain her empire. It extended over five continents.








Great Britain was worried about Germany as it became richer and threatened Great Britain’s trade with the rest of the empire and the world, particularly after its military set-backs in South Africa in the Boer War.





Great Britain wanted to stop Germany from increasing its wealth and its empire. The lands owned by Britain had increased the rivalry between Britain and Germany, who entered the scramble to acquire colonies late.





Great Britain had a large empire to strengthen and add weight to her position. She had land extending over five continents.








Great Britain had signed the Treaty of London in 1839 to protect Belgium in the event she should be invaded.








The Entente Cordiale had heralded the end of British neutrality in Europe. It was a response to Germany’s growing antagonism seen in the expansion of the Imperial Navy into a fleet to threaten the Royal Navy.








On 31 August 1907, Britain, France and Russia signed the Triple Entente. Britain had ended its policy of ‘Splendid Isolation’ as it saw Germany as a growing threat and was now in need of allies.








Kaiser Wilhelm II announced he wished to create a global German Empire and develop a strong navy. Great Britain saw this as a threat as she had always had control of the seas.








Most of the British people thought Germany was a threat to them. The German army had more than doubled in the period between 1870 and 1914. There was fierce competition for mastery of the seas. The British had the ‘Dreadnought’, an effective battle ship. The Germans had their own battleships.
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