Activity 2: Russia
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The Russo-Japanese war was an unmitigated disaster, costing huge amounts of money, and a total humiliation to Russia.





Russia was beaten by what was considered to be a third rate power in the Russo-Japanese war.





The Russo-Japanese war had exposed Russia’s military weaknesses. The Russian navy had been annihilated in just one afternoon when it had arrived in the far-east. Russia’s land forces were also defeated.





The Russian army was getting increasingly stronger.





Russia had by far the largest manpower reserves but was economically weak – too weak to beat Germany in June 1914.





Russia believed the forces of France and Great Britain would support her army if Russia entered into a war.








To counteract Austria-Hungary’s aggression in the Balkans, Russia promised to protect Serbia militarily if Serbia was attacked. Serbia threatened Austria-Hungary with war as she had taken over Bosnia in 1908.





The Triple Entente treaty Russia signed with France, Britain and the British Empire meant that each country would help the other if they were attacked.





The increasing size of the Russian army was a cause of concern to Germany.
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