Activity 2 instructions

The Great War

	Activity 2: The path to war

	Description

	Students identify events leading to the Great War and determine which causes were the most/least important.
Students are then split into groups and examine one country’s motives for joining the war in more depth, culminating in a presentation to the rest of the class and an individual explanation writing exercise.



	Curriculum Focus
	History, literacy, thinking skills


	Materials


	Included in this resource pack:

Activity sheet 2a – Student introduction
Activity sheet 2b – Research grid

Activity sheet 2c – Research log

Activity sheet 2d – Map of Europe in 1914

Activity sheet 2e – Country profile grid

You will also need:
Country resource packs:
· Austria-Hungary
· France

· Germany

· Great Britain and Ireland
· Russia

· Serbia

The country resource packs are available as part of this activity’s ZIP file.
 

	Groupings


	Four or five (preferably four)

	Procedure

	There are two parts to this activity. It may be helpful for pupils to refer to the map provided in Activity sheet 2d throughout this activity.
Introduce this activity by reading through Activity sheet 2a, which provides a basic outline of the main reasons for the start of WW1. In their groups, ask the pupils to discuss the information they have been given and its contribution to the Great War. Pupils record their ideas on the grid provided in Activity sheet 2b. 
Pupils may wish to add to their knowledge by undertaking some of their own research. The research log in Activity sheet 2c may help them in this.
Pupils will now investigate the escalation to war by looking at the factors that prompted the European Powers to enter the war and the way in which the factors are connected. The nation packs (available as part of this activity’s ZIP file) are to help with this. 
Split the class into six groups. Assign each group a country. Give each group the contents of their nation’s resource pack – the country’s name and flag, coat of arms and accompanying statements as to why they entered the war. 
In their groups, the pupils consider the information they have been given on each country. They examine the statements and complete Activity sheet 2e, which requires them to decide their country’s aim, opponents, reasons for opposition and other concerns. This will give the pupils some insight into the nature of the causes of the war – there was no singular cause and the causes of the war are very often connected to another cause.
Pupils present their ideas to the rest of the class. In the process, the pupils will realise that some causes are more important than others and some may be minor or even irrelevant. This will help pupils understand that some evidence is more important or valuable than others. 
Draw ideas together and help pupils to come to the conclusion there was more than one single cause to the outbreak of the Great War.

The students now write an explanation as to what they believe the cause or causes of the Great War were.


	Teacher’s Note


	This activity covers a wide range of thinking skills. It will be completed over a number of sessions.
This activity creates learning through curiosity, dialogue and consensus. The groups create an atmosphere where during the pupil participation, they become both teachers and learners. This ensures that the pupils engage in meaningful conversation while using and developing their critical thinking and learning skills. The activity is designed to enable the pupils to develop their questioning skills allowing them to connect ideas, challenge their assumptions, absorb and reflect on information.
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There was no singular reason for the outbreak of war in July 1914. 

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and his wife, Sophie, on 28 June 1914 by Bosnian revolutionary, Gavrilo Princip, was the catalyst for the outbreak of war, but the actual causes of the war are more complicated. 
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The causes can be said to include:

Alliances

There were a number of alliances signed by countries between 1879 and 1914. These alliances were important because they meant some countries had no option but to declare war if one of their allies declared war first. Some of these alliances proved very fragile.
Imperialism

Imperialism was the hallmark of an empire. It is when a country takes over new lands or countries, making them subject to their rule. 

Nationalism

A nationalist was a strong supporter of the rights and interests of one’s country.

Militarism

The army and other military forces of a country were given a high profile by the country’s government. Germany’s expansionary foreign policy added to the growing European divide and hence the arms race between the main protagonists.

The Moroccan and Bosnian Crises

In 1904, Britain gave Morocco to France, sparking the Moroccan Crisis. In 1908, Austria-Hungary took over Bosnia, sparking the Bosnian Crisis.
· Research each of the causes of the Great War. Fill in the research grid.
· Your teacher will assign your group a country to discuss. Using the information provided in the pack and your own research, fill in your country’s profile. Consider the links between the crises and nationalism.

· Write an explanation as to what you believe the cause or causes of the Great War were. Be as clear as you can as to the contribution of each.
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	Country:
	


	Aim:
	

	Opponents:
	

	Reason for opposition:
	

	Other concerns:
	


The causes of the Great War





‘The boiling point’, a cartoon published in Punch on 2 October 1912.








The causes of the Great War


Research Grid





Research Log





Use this grid to record where you found useful information – for example, the website address or name of the book and page number. Make of note of the information you used.
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COUNTRY PROFILE
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