Year 6 - Expected
Expected
•
•
•
•

Work out the meaning of words from the context
Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have
read, drawing inferences and justifying these with evidence
Asking and answering appropriate questions related to text
Summarise main ideas, identifying key details and
using quotations for illustration

Greater Depth
•

•

Evaluate how authors use language (including figurative
language), structure, presentation, punctuation, considering
the intention and impact on the reader.
Identify key details using quotations for illustration
(Point, Explanation, Evidence)

Year 6 – Expected
The child is working at expected standard. The big picture was given to them after the
class had read the start of the book previously. The year 6 curriculum was based on
stewardship with a focus on The Democratic Republic of Congo and the illegal mining
impact on both gorillas and the people who live in the DRC. The answers were
independent and then written conferencing allowed for their answer to be deepened.

A range of questions allowed the child to practice
a combination of skills and strategies. This allowed
for multiple KPIs to be evidenced.

Deepening learning
The child made a connection
to a real-life experience
where they could relate
panting to feeling scared
through getting lost in the
supermarket.

KPI: Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read,
drawing inferences and justifying these with evidence
KPI: Identify key details using quotations for illustration (Point,
Explanation, Evidence)
After answering Q3, the teacher then asked the child to extend their answer
thinking about evidence and how this supports the idea of different emotions.
The child then responded to the question using purple pen to improve their
answer. They used a quote ‘tried to control her breathing’ and explained
how this shows that the character is scared.

Year 6 – Expected
The child is working at expected standard. The selfie was given to them after the class had read
the start of the book previously. The year 6 curriculum was based on stewardship with a focus on
The Democratic Republic of Congo and the illegal mining impact on both gorillas and the
people who live in the DRC.

KPI: Explain and discuss their understanding of
what they have read, drawing inferences and
justifying these with evidence
The child explained what the excerpt reminds
them of and links this to the mood the author is
trying to create. They use a quote to support
their idea of the jungle being a quiet and
‘spooky’ atmosphere.

Deepening learning
The child attempted to make a
connection between the atmosphere
that the author is trying to create and a
film that they have watched where the
main characters were lulled into a false
sense of security and then were surprised
by something ‘bad’.

Year 6 – Greater Depth
The child is working at greater depth standard. The big picture was given to them after the class
had read some of the book previously. The year 6 curriculum was based on crime and
punishment with a focus on the history of black citizens in America in the 1920s.

KPI: Work out the meaning of
words from the context
The child was able to use prior
knowledge to explain the
meaning of the phrase ‘The
battle-field for family games’.
The child understood that this
meant a ‘friendly competition’
after using his own experiences
of playing games. He clarified
that ‘battle-field’ would imply
that the people would be going
‘head to head’.

Retrieval questions were asked to practise the skill and ensure
that the text was read correctly and so children were using the
skill of finding a key word and reading around it to answer the
question.

KPI: Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, drawing
inferences and justifying these with evidence; asking and answering
appropriate questions related to text
KPI: identify key details using quotations for illustration (Point, Explanation,
Evidence; evaluate how authors use language (including figurative language),
structure, presentation, punctuation, considering the intention and impact on
the reader
The child explained why the table was mentioned in detail and therefore could
understand the importance of it to the family (each family member used it in
their own way). The child used quotes that showed the language used by the
author, identifying the table as a safe place (‘large, sturdy and dependable’).
This then led onto the child explaining why it was important (‘people prefer to go
back to old traditions’).

Deepening earning The child
made connections between
the safe place (which was
the family kitchen in the
book) and their own safe
‘place’, linking it to when she
was little and it was only the
child and their mother, their
‘safe, family’ place was
reading together to distract
themselves from worries.

KPI: Evaluate how
authors use language
(including figurative
language), structure,
presentation,
punctuation,
considering the
intention and impact
on the reader.
The child chose to
evaluate the author’s
language, and their
intention. They
recognised that the
author wanted to bring
a sense of comfort but
the way Stella was
feeling was a direct
contrast to this. The
child included quotes to
support this and
surmised that not even
the comfort of home will
calm her.

Year 6 – Expected
The child is working at expected standard. The selfie was planned with a focus on the
summarising strategy. The children were reading a non-fiction text – news article – linked to
their global theme of sustainable development.

KPI: Work out the meaning of words from the
context
The child read the text fluently and with
appropriate intonation. They stopped at
the word ‘eradicate’ and asked the
meaning. Upon encouragement to look at
word in context, the child was able to say
that it ‘might mean to get rid of’.

KPI: Summarise main ideas, identifying
key details and using quotations for
illustration. Asking and answering
appropriate questions related to text
After reading the text, the child was able
to summarise what it was about and used
a quote to further illustrate their point.
They then went on to ask questions based
on the text which were not answered in
the newspaper report, which would have
helped the reader understand the report
in greater depth.

Year 6 – Expected
This child, who is working at the expected standard, was focussing on the skill of inferring and the
greater depth KPI: to identify key details using quotations for illustration. The text ‘Gorilla Dawn’ was
selected as it linked to the global curriculum theme of sustainable development.

KPI: Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, drawing inferences and justifying
these with evidence. Identify key details using quotations for illustration (Point, Explanation, Evidence).
Predict what might happen from details stated and implied
What does this part tell you about the Black Mamba?
He is powerful and the others treat him like the man in charge. I think he is superstitious though. It says,
‘he touched the snake-bone amulet’.
Why do you think that makes him superstitious?
People do that in different religions. Christian people touch the cross because they believe in God.
Maybe he touched it because he thought it would give him luck. Maybe it’s like his religion – he is
called Black Mamba and he touched the snake amulet. (Black Mamba is named after the snake)
What do you think will happen?
People in religions usually do good things for God so maybe the village might have been revolting. He
might not be a bad character because he believes in it. Maye the demon is going to do something bad.

KPI: Explain and discuss
their understanding of
what they have read,
drawing inferences and
justifying these with
evidence. Evaluate how
authors use language
What kind of character
is Rat? (This is the first
time he has been seen
in the book)
He is one of his men –
but important because
he has been trusted to
stay with Imara and she
is really special. He
protects people.
So if he protects, he is a
good character?
I don’t think so. It said,
‘his finger twitched on
the trigger of his gun.’
That might be because
he is nervous but the
wildness in his eyes
might mean he wants to
fight.
Anything else that shows
his character?
The way he’s described
with ‘hair braided with
rats’ tails’ is a bit scary –
rats are not nice
animals.

KPI: Explain and discuss their
understanding of what they have
read, drawing inferences and
justifying these with evidence

“Come,” said the Black Mamba
to his men. He touched the
snake-bone amulet on his wrist.
“Let us take back what is ours.”
He stepped out from the
shadows and paused. “Rat,” he
called. “Where are you?” A wiry
man with strands of hair braided
like rats’ tails slunk out of the
forest to stand beside him. “Rat,
you stay with Imara. Let nothing
harm our Spirit Chid. She gives us
strength and keeps us safe. It is
she who turns enemy bullets into
rain.”
Imara sank back further into the
shadows and watched the Black
Mamba’s men spread out across
the fields. They moved silently
down through the rows of corn.
Rat was tense beside her, his
finger twitching on the trigger of
his gun, his eyes focused on the
valley. Imara could hear the
grind of his teeth on the wad of
dagga in his mouth. She could
see the wildness in his eyes as it
infused his mind.

What is your view on Imara?
She has the demon in her making her
stronger.
How does she feel about the
situation?
She doesn’t want to fight. Earlier she
had trembling hands so she is scared.
Now she, ‘sank back further into the
shadows,’ where it is dark so nobody
can see her. She doesn’t want to see
either I think. It’s really different to
Rat – he wants to join in.

KPI: Explain and discuss their
understanding of what they have
read, drawing inferences and
justifying these with evidence
What about the demon? What
can you tell me about it?
It is in Imara, it gives her her
powers.
Is the demon peaceful then?
He is doing it – starting a war – for
the Spirit Child. He is excited about
it and wants the fighting to start
because he is beating a war song.
It sounds like he is getting really
excited because he is getting
faster and faster, like when people
chant when we play games. It
gets faster the more excited we
get.

