
Year 2 KPIs 
Expected 

• Read accurately most words of two or more syllables
• Read most words containing common suffixes*
• Read most common exception words*. In age-

appropriate books, the pupil can:
• Read words accurately and fluently without overt

sounding and blending
• Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without

undue hesitation and check it makes sense to them
• Discuss and explain their understanding of the meaning

of vocabulary in the context of the text
• Answer questions and make some inferences on the

basis of what is being said and done
• Asking and answering appropriate questions related to

text

Greater Depth 

The pupil can, in a book they are reading independently: 
• Make a plausible prediction about what might happen

on the basis of what has been read so far. Give reasons
for this.

• Make inferences.
• With greater confidence, can discuss vocab choices

and begin to consider the impact
• Discuss their favourite words and phrases and give

reasons for this
• Make links between the book they are reading and

other books they have read



Year Two – Expected 

This child, who is working at the expected standard, has completed a ‘Big Picture’ 
comprehension at the end of the week, combining skills of clarification, prediction and 
inference. The book was based on the adventures of a sailor and was selected as it linked to 
geography. 

KPI: Discuss and explain their 
understanding of the meaning of 
vocabulary in the context of the 
text 

The child has inferred that the 
boat is made of metal and makes 
a ‘crack’ sound. The child 
understood that because the boat 
hit the rock, it has ‘started to 
break.’ 

KPI: Asking and answering 
appropriate questions related to text 

The child demonstrates that they 
understand what was read and 
connects the weather with the boat 
crashing.  

Deepening Learning 
Through verbal conferencing, the teacher asked, 
‘What is a lighthouse and how do you know?’ 
A lighthouse helps ships to know where to go in the dark. I saw one in a book I read 
called ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s lunch’ 
A lighthouse isn’t shown or written about. The child is able to make connections with 
previous reading. 



Year Two – Greater Depth 

The child is completing a big picture with a focus on inferring. The 
comprehension lesson was linked to their core text and curriculum topic learning 
on sustainability with a focus on endangered animals. 

GD KPI: Make links between the 
book they are reading and other 
books they have read 

This child has demonstrated this 
Greater Depth KPI by applying their 
knowledge from their geography 
learning and an information book, 
read previously, to make an 
inference on why there was a whale 
in Emily’s pond. 

Although not entirely accurate, the 
children articulately explains their 
reasoning and finishes with what the 
whale might need. 

GD KPI: Discuss vocabulary 
choices and begin to consider 
the impact 

Verbal conference: What do you 
think the word ‘spurt’ means? 
I think it means it comes out of 
the hole at the top of its head 
really fast and makes me think of 
how water comes fast out of a 
tap or fountain. 
What other word could the author 
have used that would have made 
the same impact on you? 
The author could have used 
the word sprayed like a hose. 

GD KPI: make a plausible prediction about what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read so far. Give reasons for this. 

Verbal conference: What do you think might happen to the whale? 
I think that the whale might stay in the sea and meet another group of 
whales. Why do think the whale will meet other whales? 
Because in class we watched a video about how whales like to be together 
to help each other catch food so maybe the whale will go and live with other 

GD KPI: Discuss their favourite words and phrases and give reasons for this 
Verbal conference: What was your favourite word or phrase from what you have 
read today and why? 
My favourite phrase was ‘I don’t think you’ll find it was a whale you saw because 
whales don’t live in ponds but in salt water’ because it told me something that I 
didn’t know before. 



Year Two – Greater Depth continued 

The child, who is working at greater depth within the expected standard, was completing a 
big picture with a focus on inferring. The comprehension lesson was linked to their core text 
and curriculum topic learning on sustainability with a focus on endangered animals.  

KPI: Discuss and explain their understanding of the meaning of 
vocabulary in the context of the text 

The child knows what a buffalo is from their learning in other 
curriculum areas. They were also able to explain why buffaloes are 
dangerous. 
They are very big and heavy with horns. 

KPI: Answer questions and make 
some inferences on the basis of what 
is being said and done 

Verbal conference  
The child was challenged by an 
adult to explain their answer further. 
The child linked their answer to their 
curriculum learning. 

Let’s look at question one. It says in 
the text ‘where it had fallen’ Why 
had the elephant fallen? 
The elephant had fallen because it 
had been hurt by a poacher.  
How do you know it was a 
poacher? Because I know that 
poachers hurt elephants to get their 
tusks to make things. 

GD KPI: With greater confidence, 
can discuss vocab choices and 
begin to consider the impact 

Through subsequent curriculum 
lessons, the teacher further 
explored vocabulary choices with 
all the children. The class 
discussed the impact of words 
such as upset compared to 
devastated. They related 
different emotion words to 
different scenarios. 

Verbal conference 
What do you know about 
buffaloes that has supported your 
understanding of the text? 
I know that buffaloes can charge 
at you and hurt you with their 
horns. I’ve seen it in nature 
programs. 




