
Year 1 KPIs 
Expected 

Expected 

• Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes
(letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes

• Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words
containing GPCs (Grapheme phoneme
correspondence)

• Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with
their developing phonic

• Read common exception words, noting unusual
correspondences between spelling and sound and
where these occur in the word

• With support, predict what might happen on the basis of
what has been read (or images seen)

• Check that the text makes sense to them as they read
and correct inaccurate reading

• With support, children are motivated to discuss new
vocabulary and they can make plausible links to words
they know

• Drawing on what they know, their experiences and
information/ideas/vocabulary provided by the teacher
make connections about stories

• With help, asking and answering appropriate
questions related to text

Greater depth 

• With prompting, is beginning to discuss the author’s
vocabulary choices ‘Why do you think he used…?’

• With teacher help, discuss their favourite words and
phrases and begin to suggest give reasons

• With support make inferences based on what is being
said and done



Year 1 – Expected 

This child, who is working at the expected standard, self-selected this blue banded 
book called The Shark in the Dark. The Year One curriculum was based on 
sustainable development with a focus on plastic waste solutions. 

KPI: Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs (Grapheme phoneme 
correspondence)  
The child was able to use their knowledge of graphemes to read mostly accurately. When the child came 
across an unfamiliar word stirring the teacher stopped and asked the child to try again when they read it as 
string.  

KPI: With help, asking and 
answering appropriate 
questions related to text 

Why is the Shark’s tummy 
rumbling? 
He is hungry? 
Yes, how else can you 
tell that he is hungry? 
He is chasing all the fish. 
Had your tummy ever 
rumbled? 
Yes when I want my lunch. 

KPI: With support, predict what 
might happen on the basis of 
what has been read (or 
images seen)  
What do you predict this story 
will be about?  
I predict it will be about a 
mean shark who wants to eat 
all the fish  
How do you know the shark 
will be mean?  
He has evil eyes and sharp 
teeth and the fish look really 
scared. 

KPI: With support, children are motivated to discuss new vocabulary 
and they can make plausible links to words they know 
What does ‘tea’ mean in that sentence? 
Like hot chocolate? 
What do you mean like hot chocolate? 
Tea is hot and so is hot chocolate. 
Yes, tea is a hot drink. My dad loves drinking tea. The tea in this 
sentence has a different meaning. Some people call the meal 
they eat in the evening tea instead of dinner. I can say, for tea I 
am having sausages and chips. Read the sentence again and 
see it if makes sense with the new meaning. 
The shark wants his dinner! 

Deepening Learning 
During the reading session, the child commented on the lack of plastic in the ocean in the book. 
The children had been learning about plastic waste and how it is hurting the animals in the sea. 
The child was able to recall some facts from their learning and the teacher used this as a way to 
hook the child into the book. 



Year 1 – Greater Depth 

This child, who is working at greater depth within the expected standard, self-selected this 
orange banded book called Kind Emma. The book linked to the value of the month which was 

‘Kindness’ and the child made the link between the title and the value. 

KPI: With support make inferences based on what is being said and done 
What do you think ‘scuttled’ means? 
Scared? 
Let’s read the sentence again. 
Child accurately reads the sentence again 
What was the tiny thing doing? 
It was coming into Emma’s house. 
Excellent, can you use an adverb to describe how it came into Emma’s house? 
Quickly? 
Why do you think it came in quickly? 
Because it was very cold 
So, what does the word ‘scuttled’ mean? 
It means it is coming in quickly 

KPI: With teacher help, 
discuss their favourite words 
and phrases and begin to 
suggest and give reasons  
Have you read a word yet that 
you like the sound of?  
I like this word ‘floundering’ 
Why do you like that word? I 
like how you have to say it 
twice ‘the flounders were 
floundering’ and I don’t really 
know what it means.  
Can you have a guess based 
on what we have read so far? 
I think it means the fish were 
being naughty 

KPI: With prompting, is beginning 
to discuss the author’s choices 
‘Why do you think he used…?  
These three dots are called 
ellipsis. Why do you think 
the author used them?  
I think its so we don’t 
know what’s happening 
Yes absolutely. How did it 
make you feel when you 
read that sentence with the 
ellipsis?  
Like there was going to be 
a surprise  
Well done, we can also call 
that suspense. 

KPI: With support make inferences based on what is being said 
and done 
Why do you think the author called this character 
‘thing’? 
Because he didn’t have a name? 
How does it make you feel knowing that he 
doesn’t have a proper name? 
It kind of makes me feel bad for him... because 
everyone should have a name. How will anyone 
call him? 
Can you remember what else the author called him? 
Let’s look back through the book to find other names. 
Look, the little voice! 




