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Reading together 
The following slides are an attempt to model the process of reading with your child 
not as a teacher but as a co-reader.  

This time we are looking at a non-fiction text: 

Shackleton’s Journey 

William Grill 

Published by Flying Eye Books 

When you are choosing books it is a good idea to go to the Book Trust website 
(booktrust.org.uk), goodreads.com or kids-bookreview.com they will give you a 
summary and an age range and also tell you the genre (type) of book and some of the 
themes. See the next slide for an example of this. 

 

Though I have used this book to model the process you can use any information book 
that interests your child. Many schools put up the content of their curriculum on their 
website so you can see what they would have been studying in history, geography 
science or RE and find books about that to fill the gaps or get ahead. 





Some key areas to keep in mind 
When working with a non fiction text you need to keep in mind the 3 core areas 
of understanding – on the reading matrices; 

u  Understand vocabulary -This means understanding the words they are 
reading and in particular the meaning of words that are new to them.  

u  Retrieve and summarise -This means to remember key facts and details of a 
story or some information and be able to talk about it in their own words 

u  Structure and organisation - This means how the book is organised so it is 
about the type of book (genre for example an adventure story) and also the 
plot or main events and in non-fiction books it’s about how to find the 
information you need using the contents, index and glossary 

In a book like this you may also think about inference such as how the men felt 
or how you might feel in these circumstances and of course you can make 
predictions about what happened next but this will not be true of all non fiction 
books. 



Some key areas to keep in mind 

There are obviously lots of different 
types of non-fiction books so it is 
important to note that this is 
Historical, Non-Fiction and I would 
add to that it is certainly an 
Adventure 
Note that while the interest and 
reading age are 7+ it is considered 
suitable for children between the ages 
of 6 and 11 years - the difference will 
be the extent to which they can read it 
independently. 



Getting started 
Because you will be reading this over several days its 
important for your child (and you) to make notes – 
having a book set aside as a reading journal will 
encourage your child to record key facts and ideas as 
you go (this should not be about writing things 
formally or neatly but noting key points – i.e. a new 
word, a key fact, something you need to look up – a 
prediction to check out as the story progresses) 

As with the picture book you need to use the 
information on the cover and back of the book to 
start to set the scene for the story, explore the title: 

u  Where did Shackleton’s Journey take him 

u  Who was Shackleton? 

u  When did this happen 

u  Looking at the pictures on the front cover are 
there any clues? 



Now read the blurb 
Just like a fiction book there is a 
summary of what the book is 
about. 
There is also a list of awards that 
the book has won so it tells you it 
is a really good book. 
Why do you think they have used 
a quote from Shackleton to 
introduce the book? 
How does the blurb create a 
sense of excitement and 
anticipation but also danger? 
There are two interesting words 
to explore “epic and testament “ 



Contents Page 
The contents page is worth exploring here 
because it tells us there are 65 sections – they 
are actually very short  so don’t be put off by 
that. 

I have only shown the first page of the contents 
but it also gives you a flavour of the expedition – 
the planning and the start of the journey 

 



Another important page to look at, at the 
beginning and as you come across new words,  is 
the Glossary. 
This gives you the meanings of words and phrases 
that you will encounter in the book. 



Introduction 

Most non-fiction books 
will have an 
introduction which sets 
out the key facts 
related to the subject. 
Notes down the key 
dates included in this 
summary. 
What sort of boy was 
Shackleton? 
What did he set out to 
do? 



I’ve copied some extracts 
from the first part of the 
book. The way this book is set 
out is unusual because it 
doesn’t put information into 
boxes or produce standard 
labelled diagrams of pictures. 
What equipment can you see 
in the pictures? 
Why do you think the king 
gave him a flag?  



Can you locate Plymouth 
in England, Buenos Aires 
and South Georgia in an 
Atlas.  
How far was it from 
Plymouth to South 
Georgia? 
How long did it take 
them to get there  



The key explains the different 
types of ice they would 
encounter. Why was this 
important do you think? 

What do you notice 
about the locations 
of the endurance?  
 



Now read on 
u  This is only a tiny example but I hope you will all have a go – actually if you 

choose good books I am sure you will enjoy them as much as your children. 

u  This book is available from Amazon 

u  Good luck 

u  Heather 



Key points to remember 
u  Read every day with your child for at least 30 minutes – do it when they (and you) 

are fresh early in the day – they can read independently at any time and you can 
still enjoy a book at bedtime but this is real learning 

u  Ensure that children always understand and frequently revisit the “big picture” – 
what is this story about 

u  Start your learning by testing out what children know already using the rubric 
to help assess where they are 

u  Reading aloud to your child takes away the barrier of decoding and enables them 
to engage more fully with the text. Then they can read to practice their decoding 
or word reading skills. 

u  Remember to check that they understand the words they are reading especially 
words that are new or unusual  

u  Ensure your input is focussed on all the areas of reading 

u  Ensure you are using questions to check understanding and help them build 
answers incrementally by asking additional questions or seeking examples from 
the text 

u  Most of all make it fun with a feeling that you are enjoying the book and learning 
about it together – if it is a chore for you it will be a chore for them 



Every Child a Reader 
Of all the things you do to support your child during the current pandemic reading with them is likely to have the most 
impact on their future so give it all the time and effort you can 

Coming soon exploring non fiction texts 


