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Reading together 

The following slides are an attempt to model the process of reading with your 
child not as a teacher but as a co-reader.  

This time we are looking at a longer novel with chapters its called: 

The Mapmakers Race 

By Eirlys Hunter 

When you are choosing books it is a good idea to go to the Book Trust website 
(booktrust.org.uk), goodreads.com or kids-bookreview.com they will give you a 
summary and an age range and also tell you the genre (type) of book and some of 
the themes. See the next slide for an example of this. 





Some key areas to keep in mind 

When working with a longer novel you need to keep in mind the 4 core areas of 
understanding – on the reading matrices; 

u  Retrieve and summarise -This means to remember key facts and details of a 
story or some information and be able to talk about it in their own words 

u  Infer - This means to be able to understand what people are thinking and the 
reasons why they act in a particular way even though the author may not 
always explain it fully 

u  Predict - This means I can use my understanding of the events in a story (the 
plot) to consider what might happen next, or to a particular character or at 
the end of the story – it is not guessing but using evidence to form a view 

u  Structure and organisation - This means how the book is organised so it is 
about the type of book (genre for example an adventure story) and also the 
plot or main events and in non-fiction books it’s about how to find the 
information you need using the contents, index and glossary 



Some key areas to keep in mind 
In addition to this you need to help your child reflect on the genre and deeper 
meanings in the story 

The Book Trust can help you with this because it 
tells you the genre or type of book it is, in this 
case an Adventure Book and it highlights some 
other themes to explore because it tells you that 
there are themes of Fantasy, Travel and Family – 
these are all ideas you can think about as you 
read. 



Getting started 
Because you will be reading this over several days its 
important for your child (and you) to make notes – 
having a book set aside as a reading journal will 
encourage your child to record key facts and ideas as 
you go (this should not be about writing things 
formally or neatly but noting key points – i.e. a new 
word, a key fact, something you need to look up – a 
prediction to check out as the story progresses) 

As with the picture book you need to use the 
information on the cover and back of the book to 
start to set the scene for the story, explore the title: 

u  What is a mapmaker and why might there be a 
race? 

u  Looking at the pictures where do you think the 
story is set? 

u  What does the band along the bottom show? 



Now read the blurb 
Who are the main characters in 
the story? 
How does the blurb create a 
sense of excitement and 
anticipation but also danger? 
What does uncharted wilderness 
mean? 



Contents Page 
The contents page is worth exploring here 
because it tells us there are 25 chapters – that 
might be 25 sessions or you might do a couple of 
chapters at a time or read one together and 
leave the next one for independent reading but 
you can begin to plan. 

The other thing to note is the chapter headings 
as they are quite mysterious so picking out a 
couple of these to discuss will mean you are 
starting to infer (read a deeper meaning) and 
predict (what it is about). 

I particularly liked: 

A Bucket of Donkey Dung 

A Boot Under a Bush 

Time Suspended 

Its also a chance to look at some unusual 
vocabulary – jellied eels, dumpling, lummocks, 
fantabulous 



Lets get reading 
I’ve copied part of the first chapter – in this we will usually be introduced to the 
key characters and the setting for the story and the reason they are there. 
Authors will want to keep us engaged and seeking to find out more so they won’t 
describe the characters but will tell us some things that make them special, we 
can also infer things about them from the way they behave and interact with 
others. 

Similarly they won’t fully describe the setting but will include details that give us 
clues about the landscape and environment. 

As you read the first chapter get your child to begin to note down details of the 
four children – we know from the blurb they are called Sal, Joe, Francie and 
Humphrey. 





What do we know now? 

At the end of this  excerpt they could draw what they think the children look like 
and write a description for each one. Questions you could explore are - who is 
oldest, if they are girls or boys and also what we don’t know at this point. 

They can add details as they continue reading 

Discuss where they think the story might be set? 

What do you think the children are going to do? 

 

There are also some really lovely phrases that help us picture what is happening: 

“The train did a sudden jerk and steam swished up from around the wheels” 

“jackets, boots and socks and bits of breakfast were strewn everywhere” 

“the station started to move sedately past the window” 

 



Now read on 
u  This is only a tiny example but I hope you will all have a go – actually if you 

choose good books I am sure you will enjoy them as much as your children. 

u  This book is available from Amazon as a paperback and a kindle edition but 
you can use the same principles for any novel 

u  Good luck 

u  Heather 



Key points to remember 
u  Read every day with your child for at least 30 minutes – do it when they (and you) 

are fresh early in the day – they can read independently at any time and you can 
still enjoy a book at bedtime but this is real learning 

u  Ensure that children always understand and frequently revisit the “big picture” – 
what is this story about 

u  Start your learning by testing out what children know already using the rubric 
to help assess where they are 

u  Reading aloud to your child takes away the barrier of decoding and enables them 
to engage more fully with the text. Then they can read to practice their decoding 
or word reading skills. 

u  Remember to check that they understand the words they are reading especially 
words that are new or unusual  

u  Ensure your input is focussed on all the areas of reading 

u  Ensure you are using questions to check understanding and help them build 
answers incrementally by asking additional questions or seeking examples from 
the text 

u  Most of all make it fun with a feeling that you are enjoying the book and learning 
about it together – if it is a chore for you it will be a chore for them 



Every Child a Reader 
Of all the things you do to support your child during the current pandemic reading with them is likely to have the most 
impact on their future so give it all the time and effort you can 

Coming soon exploring non fiction texts 


