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LITERACY

Lesson Plans

Find the resources that accompany these lesson plans in the PBL Resources Literacy lesson folders. 

Literacy Lesson 1: Roman Gods and Goddesses

Aims of the lesson: To locate information using contents, index, headings, sub-headings, page numbers and bibliographies.

Activity: The Romans believed in many different Gods and Goddesses. They believed that everything in the world was controlled by the Gods and they worshipped them accordingly. A group of twelve Gods called Dii Consentes was especially honoured by the Romans. The Gods were: Iuppiter, Iuno, Minerva, Vesta, Ceres, Diana, Venus, Mars, Mercurius, Neptunus, Volcanus, and Apollo. Within your Literacy Lesson 1 folder is located a sheet detailing some of the main Roman Gods and Goddesses. The folder also contains a few images of some Roman Gods that could be used within a project or classroom display.

Explain to the children that the Romans believed in many different Gods and Goddesses and that they are going to locate specific information related to Roman Gods and Goddesses. This activity depends on the reference books that are available to you but the children should use the reference materials to locate information relating to the Gods. The children should not only be able to locate the information, but be able to write clear instructions as to how someone else could find the information. 

Extension activity: Ask the children to discover the relationships between Roman Gods and Goddesses and Ancient Greek Gods. The Ancient Greeks worshipped some of the same Gods that the Romans believed in, such as Apollo. However, the Ancient Greeks also created their own Gods and Goddesses. Can the children find out what they were? 

Differentiation: Less able children could concentrate on just finding the names of the Gods and Goddesses and noting what they represented. More able children could discover what the Gods and Goddesses used as their symbols and how the various Gods and Goddesses were related to each other (for example Apollo was the son of Jupiter). 

Literacy Lesson 2: Legends

Aims of the lesson: For this lesson, the children are asked to write a legend. 

Activity: Begin by explaining to the children what a legend is. Your Literacy Lesson 2 folder has a prompting sheet that explains what a legend is and offers some information on the difference between a legend, a myth and a fable. Once the children have an understanding of what a legend is, ask them if they know of any legends themselves. Then explain to the children that they are going to read about a legend that tells how the city of Rome was built. This legend tells of two brothers called Romulus and Remus. The sheet in your folder summarises the story and can be read individually or as a whole class. Once the children have read this legend, tell them they are going to write their own legend. A famous British legend that the children could also use for reference is the story of the sword and the stone (King Arthur). There is an image showing the death of King Arthur in the folder. 

Extension activity: As an additional activity, ask the children to find different legends from different countries. Each country will have its own set of myths and legends. 

Differentiation: More able children can write their own legend with completely new characters and settings. Less able children can take the Romulus and Remus legend as the story and just change the characters and settings. 
Literacy Lesson 3: Ancient Britons

Aims of the lesson: To write a first person account of a journey or an event. 

Activity: Before the Romans invaded Britain the country was a mass of Celtic tribes, each with its own King. The country was in a permanent state of fighting with different Kings fighting with each other to control more land. Then the Romans invaded and brought a new style of leadership. They built an effective road structure, towns, homes and made Britain into one of the wealthiest and most valuable provinces in the Roman Empire. After the Roman Empire declined, Britain was taken over by the Anglo Saxons. Begin by investigating with the children what it was like to live in Anglo Saxon Britain after the Romans had left. Then ask the children to imagine that they have gone back in time and are living in an Anglo Saxon village. Your Literacy Lesson 3 folder contains some images relating to Anglo Saxon people, which could be printed or projected. Ask the children how they think the Anglo Saxon people travelled around. What would it be like to travel long distances in Anglo Saxon times? What dangers would a traveller have to face? Once this concept has been discussed the children can write an account of a journey in Anglo Saxon times. 

Extension activity: The children could also try to imagine what it would be like being invaded by Vikings. The children could also relate their story to any evidence of Roman occupation in their local area. 

Differentiation: More able children could be asked to make a comparison between what it was like in Anglo Saxon times before the Romans invaded. What difference did the Romans make to the landscape? For example, roads made it easier to travel and these were built by the Romans. 

Literacy Lesson 4: The legacy of Roman language

Aims of the lesson: To investigate the origin of modern-day words.

Activity: Originally the Romans had ten months in their year consisting of either 30 or 31 days. The ten months were called Martius, Aprilis, Maius, Junius, Quintilis, Sextilis, September, October, November, and December. The last six names were taken from the words for five, six, seven, eight, nine, and ten. It is believed that the Roman ruler Numa Pompilius added January and February to the calendar. This made the Roman year 355 days long. To make the calendar correspond approximately to the solar year, Numa also ordered the addition every other year of a month called Mercedinus. Mercedinus was inserted after February 23 or 24, and the last days of February were moved to the end of Mercedinus. In years when it was inserted, Mercedinus added 22 or 23 days to the year. The names we use for our months of the year come from the Roman names (as can be seen above). But these are not the only words that the Romans left us. On Activity sheet 4b in the Literacy Lesson 4 folder, the Roman names for the months of the year are displayed. This list can be used as a starting point for the children. Ask the children to begin by completing the table. Then ask the children to discover other words that come from Roman times. Your folder also contains an image of a Roman Calendar. There are some startling differences. The ancient Roman calendars contained three main markers – the Kalends, the Nones and the Ides. The Kalends were always the first day of the month. The Nones were usually the 5th but sometimes the 7th, and the Ides were the 15th but sometimes the 13th. All the days after the Ides were numbered by counting down towards the next month’s Kalends. The days were each identified with certain letters and names. 

Extension activity: Ask the children to find out what words the Romans used for measurements or the children could create their own calendar using the Roman names for the months of the year. Literacy Lesson 4 folder contains a sheet of Roman measurements etc. for your own reference. 

Differentiation: Less able children may need more focus and could be asked to find the names of some modern-day towns and cities in the UK that were called something similar in Roman times. For example London was called Londinium. 

Literacy Lesson 5: Roman poetry

Aims of the lesson: To write poetry.

Activity: Life as a soldier in the Roman army was tough. Roman soldiers trained hard and the Roman Army became a fearless fighting machine. Soldiers would belong to legions and each legion had a name and a number (such as XX Valeria Victrix). Each legion would carry at least three or four standards to show who they were. Tell the children they are going to imagine they are a soldier in the Roman Army and have been sent to Britain. The Emperor has ordered the building of Hadrian’s Wall (see Teacher’s notes at the beginning of this section for more information on Hadrian’s Wall). What is life going to be like? What sort of work are you going to have to do? How are you going to feel being away from home in a strange country? The children should then write a poem about life as a Roman soldier. Your Literacy Lesson 5 folder contains some images of Roman soldiers and an illustration of Hadrian’s Wall that can be used to illustrate the children’s work. 

Extension activity: As an extension activity linking to Art & Design, ask the children to design and draw a standard for the legion to which they belong. The most common symbol used in Roman standards was the eagle. 

Differentiation: Less able children could be asked to write a diary extract instead of a poem or concentrate on what soldier’s wore or used for weapons. 

Literacy Lesson 6: I Caesar

Aims of the lesson: To write a biography of a famous person. 

Activity: Roman Emperors have been immortalised in films and books and none more so than Julius Caesar. Caesar was a renowned and accomplished politician and General who greatly extended the Roman Empire before seizing power and making himself dictator at Rome. Activity sheet 6a (located in your Literacy Lesson 6 folder) lists some of the key events in Caesar’s life. Some of the children may have already heard of Caesar and thanks to Shakespeare many will study this character in years to come. Caesar achieved much during his life and is a mysterious and charismatic historical figure. The Internet is full of information relating to Caesar (although some may be too academic for use in a primary school setting). Ask the children to research the life and achievements of Caesar and using the blank Caesar Information sheet located in the folder, write a biography of Caesar. Critical questions to be answered include:

· Who was Julius Caesar?

· When did Julius Caesar live?

· What is Julius Caesar famous for?

· Which countries did Caesar conquer? 

Plenary: As an extension activity, ask the children to write a biography of Cleopatra – another mysterious and charismatic historical figure and relate the two biographies to each other. 

Differentiation: This activity should be suitable for all abilities.
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