
The following resources for Literacy Project 1 include, a PowerPoint presentation on story openings, 
the story of Little Red Riding Hood, an illustration of Little Red Riding Hood, the story of The Three 
Little Pigs, a traditional story planning sheet and an activity sheet. 
 

Literacy Project 1 - Analysing traditional stories (Key Stage 1)
 
Aims of the lesson: To look at traditional 
stories and develop an understanding of 
common elements within traditional stories. 
 
Activity: This project looks at traditional 
stories – something that most Key Stage l 
pupils will already be familiar with through 
early reading books. 
 
Begin this lesson by brainstorming a range of 
well known traditional stories, either as a 
whole class activity or as a timed competition 
in pairs/groups. These stories can be from any 
cultural background. There are lots of 
traditional stories that the children may know. 
For example, The Three Little Pigs, The 
Gingerbread Man, Cinderella, Little Red Riding 
Hood or Snow White and the Seven Dwarves. 
There are also lots of African traditional 
stories and/or early American traditional 
stories (such as the Brer Rabbit stories). 
 
Within traditional stories, there are common 
elements. These include: 
 

 being set in the past - usually 
significantly long ago 

 fantasy, supernatural or make 
believe aspects 

 clearly defined good characters 
and evil characters 

 magic elements, which may be 
magical people, animals, or 
objects; magic may be good or 
bad 

 objects, people, or events in 
threes 

 a plot that focuses on a problem 
or conflict that needs to be solved 

 happy endings, based on the 
resolution of the conflict or 
problem 

 a lesson or values important to 
the culture. 

 
Once the class has come up with a list of 
traditional stories, ask them to list common 
elements. 

 
Traditional stories also tend to have specific 
story openings. Literacy Project 1 resources 
offer a range of story openings and asks the 
class to decide whether (or not) the openings  
come from traditional stories. 
 
After the class has discussed and understood 
what common elements and story openings 
are used within traditional stories, pick one 
story for further investigation. Literacy 
Project 1 resources include an activity sheet 
for the pupils to complete asking them to list 
specific events and features within two 
stories. The story of Little Red Riding Hood 
has already been entered into the activity 
sheet. The resources file also includes a 
version of the Little Red Riding Hood story and 
a version of the Three Little Pigs story, which 
you can read to the class before beginning the 
activity. An illustration of Little Red Riding 
Hood is included in Literacy Project 1 
resources, which you can display.  Once the 
activity has been completed, offer the class 
the opportunity to feed back on their stories, 
and what common elements were used. 
 
Extension: Traditional stories are meant to be 
told. True storytelling is an art form, and as an 
extension to the main activities, offers the 
pupils the chance to read some stories out 
loud. Before the pupils read, elicit from the 
whole class some of the skills in oral 
storytelling. These are: 
 

 tell the story, don't read it 
 make eye contact with your audience 
 vary the tone, intonation, and speed 

of the voice, especially for different 
characters 

 use pauses for dramatic effect 
 show your enthusiasm for the story (if 

you don't like the story, then neither 
will your listeners). 

 
As a further extension to this project, ask the 
pupils to write their own traditional story 
using the planning sheet in Literacy Project 1 
resources. 
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Literacy Project 2 resources include information sheets on the story of Heracles and the 12 labours 
of Heracles, and a PowerPoint presentation offering the labours in order. 
Literacy Project 3 resources include a sheet for storyboarding and Powerpoint to help with planning. 

Literacy Project 2 - Herculean Literacy (Key Stage 2+)
 

Aims of the lesson: To look at the common 
features in myths and compare Disney's 
Hercules with the traditional myth of Heracles. 
 

Activity: A key literacy skill is being able to see 
common elements of a story in different 
genres. Many ancient Greek myths have been 
turned into films, TV programmes, comic 
books, and games (interactive or otherwise) - 
but the elements of the story, while being 
reinterpreted, essentially stay the same. One 
of the most famous Greek myths is the story 
of Hercules (or Heracles as the ancient Greeks 
would have called him). The Literacy Project 2 
resources include an information sheet on the 
story of Heracles and a representation of 
Hercules. Review the information and look at 
the illustration with the class. There are many 
different versions of the story of Heracles, so 
you can use a different version to the one 
offered if you wish. Once the class are familiar 
with the story of Heracles, show them the 
Disney version of Hercules. Then pose the 
following questions: 

 

 What is different about the relationship 
Hercules has with his mother in the film 
version, compared to the story in the text? 

 ln the film version who is trying to destroy 
Hercules, and how is this different to the 
text version? 

 Why was Hercules trying to prove himself 
in the film version?

 
 In the text version of the story, why was 

Hercules being sent on lots of tasks and 
who was sending him? 

 ln the film version Hercules fights with 
the Hydra. Look at the cartoon version of 
the Hydra story. Can you explain two 
ways in which the film version differed 
from the text version?  

 Some aspects of the story have been 
modernised and do not fit with the 
traditional features of Greek myths. Can 
you pick two examples and explain why 
these aspects seem out of place in a 
Greek myth? 

 

Extension: To further develop this project, ask 
the pupils to focus on the 12 labours of 
Hercules. The Literacy Project 2 resources 
include an information sheet that lists the 12 
labours. Ask the children to storyboard the 
labours, drawing their own representation of 
each labour, and then place them in the 
correct order. The Literacy Project 2 resources 
also include a PowerPoint presentation listing 
the labours in order. You could also ask the 
pupils to source and discuss different 
illustrations/images of Hercules. A simple 
search using Google images will locate lots of 
different images in different styles and 
highlighting different characteristics and 
special abilities of Hercules.

 

Literacy Project 3 – Mythical Storyboarding (Key Stage 2) 

 

Aims of the lesson: To plan and storyboard a myth.  
 

Activity: As an extension to Literacy Project 2, ask the pupils to write their own Greek myth. The 
Literacy Project 3 resources include a planning sheet for the pupils to use. Before the pupils begin 
this activity, help them to understand the story order usually adopted for myths with the  
Powerpoint presentation located in the Literacy Project 3 resources. Once the class have planned 
and story- boarded this myth, you can ask them to write it in another lesson or other lessons. Before 
the pupils begin writing you may want to offer them some good opening lines, such as: A long time 
ago, before the world was very old...  There was a time when... Many years ago... Before the world 
was as it is now... You may have heard... This is a tale... 
 

Extension: To consolidate the pupils’ storyboarding skills, ask them to produce their own myth as a 
picture board. Each stage of their myth can be represented as a picture, and then displayed in order 
alongside the storyboarded text. 
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Find information sheets on myths and legends and some information on the life of King Arthur in the  
Literacy Project 4 resources. 
 

Literacy Project 4 - The Legend of King Arthur (Key Stage 2)
 
Aims of the lesson: To find out about the 
legend of King Arthur, understand the 
differences between myths and legends and 
extend some sentences. 
 
Activity: Some pupils may not understand 
the differences between a legend and a myth. 
Begin by asking the class to first list some 
legends and then list some myths. Are there 
some stories that the pupils want to list in 
both categories? Explain to the class that 
myths and legends are different genres. 
 
A myth is a story with a purpose. lt tries to 
explain the way the world is - concentrating 
on natural phenomena. Myths also try to 
explain the relationship between gods and 
humans. Even though the events in a myth 
are usually impossible, they try to send a 
message that has an important social or 
religious meaning. Mankind has always 
tried to find answers to common questions 
like who made the universe or what causes a 
storm. Religion, gods, and myths were created 
when people tried to make sense out of these 
questions. For early civilizations, myths were 
akin to modern-day scientific theories. 
Legends are different to myths. Whilst myths 
tend to concentrate on explaining natural 
phenomena, answering questions about why 
things are the way they are in the natural 
world, legends focus on individuals and their 
accomplishments. 
 
Legends can also be distinguished from myths 
by virtue of being fictional - people may once 
have believed they were true, but legends are 
invariably clever works of fiction, such as the 
legend of King Arthur and his Knights of the 
Round Table. Other famous legends include 
Robin Hood and his Merry Men and the 
legend of Atlantis - city under the sea. 
The Literacy Project 4 resources offer two 
information sheets - one for myths and one 
for legends. Review these sheets with the 
class and then ask them if they want to re-
categorise any of the stories they thought  
 

 
of at the beginning of this lesson. After 
discussing the differences between myths 
and legends, tell the class that they are going 
to write some extended sentences using the 
legend of King Arthur. King Arthur was said to 
be the son of Uther Pendragon and Ygraine of 
Cornwall. The Literacy Project 4 resources  
include a brief information  sheet on King 
Arthur. 
 
Once the class has familiarised themselves 
with the legend of King Arthur, ask them to 
write some extended sentences using the 
theme of King Arthur. Give the class a basic 
sentence, such as 'Arthur picked up his 
sword...', then roll a dice and amend 
the sentence as follows: 
 

 1 = add adjective 

 2 = add adverb 

 3 = add extra clause 

 4 = change verb 

 5 = change sentence order 

 6 = add a time connective 
 
Repeat this activity a few times, by altering 
the root sentence. Other sentences could 
include: 

 Arthur rode his horse towards the 
castle. 

 The sword was stuck in the stone. 

 The Knights of the Round table were 
all sat talkingabout the Holy Grail. 

 Lady Guinevere was riding her horse. 

 Merlin used his magic to set a sword 
in a stone. 

 The Knights rode out to rescue a 
damsel in distress. 

 Arthur floated to the Isle of Avalon. 
 
Extension: To further extend the pupils' 
sentence writing skills, ask them to take some 
of the root sentences offered and write an 
additional two or three sentences to move the 
story forward. 
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Literacy Project 5 includes an  information sheet offering brief details on Sir Lancelot and Sir Gawain 
and a brief summary of the tale of the Lady of Shalott. 

Literacy Project 5 - Arthurian adjectives (Key Stage 2)
 
Aims of the lesson: To develop an 
understanding of, and use, adjectives within 
the theme of King Arthur. 
 

Activity: Carrying on from previous work done 
on King Arthur, ask the class to list some of 
the Knights of the Round Table. The Knights of 
the Round Table were those men awarded the 
highest order of chivalry at the court of King 
Arthur. The table at which they met was 
created to have no head or foot, representing 
the equality of all the members. Sir Thomas 
Malory describes the Knights' code of chivalry 
as: 

 To never do outrage nor murder. 
 Always to flee treason. 
 To by no means be cruel but to give 

mercy unto him who asks for mercy. 
 To always do ladies, gentlewomen 

and widows succour. 
 To never force ladies, gentlewomen 

or widows. 
 Not to take up battles in wrongful 

quarrels for love or worldly goods. 
 

Different stories have different numbers of 
knights, ranging from only 12 to 150 or more. 
The Winchester Round Table, which dates 
from the 127Os, lists 25 names of knights. 
Some of the Knights listed are: 
 

  Sir Gawain 
  Sir Lancelot 
 Sir Galahad (son of Lancelot) 
 Sir Agravaine 
 Sir Percivale (Percival) 
 Sir Cador 
 Sir Mordred, Arthur's illegitimate 

son and destroyer of the kingdom 
 Sir Pelleas, husband of the Lady of 

the Lake. 
 

The Literacy Project 5 resources file includes 
an information sheet offering some details 
on Sir Lancelot and Sir Gawain. Work on 
adjectives can be developed by presenting the 
pupils with pictures of the various 'knights'. 
The internet is full of images of knights. 
Download or print some for this lesson. Ask 

 
the pupils to build up banks of adjectives to 
 describe the knights they were presented 
with and then write a paragraph about the 
character. For example: 

 

 lt has been said that Sir Lancelot was the 
greatest fighter and swordsman of all the 
Knights of the Round Table. 

 Sir Galahad was given a white shield with a 
red cross which Joseph of Arimathea had 
drawn in blood. 

 Sir Bedivere had only one hand later in life, 
having lost one of his hands in a battle. 

 Sir Percival was naive and foolish, having 
been sheltered from the dangers of the 
chivalric world by his mother. He 
succeeded in finding the Holy Grail. 

 Sir Mordred was evil and plotted against 
King Arthur (his father). 

 

A vast number of adjectives can be used to 
describe the Knights of the Round Table, 
including: brave, loyal, honest, trustworthy, 
romantic, caring, etc. Continuing the work on 
adjectives show the class a picture of  
Camelot. The romances depict the city of 
Camelot as standing along a river, down-
stream from Astolat. lt is surrounded by plains 
and forests, and its magnificent cathedral, St 
Stephen's, is the religious centre for Arthur's 
Knights of  the Round Table. Again, the 
internet offers a variety of pictures of 
Camelot. Use the picture as a stimulus to 
produce adjectives that describe Camelot and 
put these adjectives into sentences. Camelot 
is the fictional castle and court associated 
with the legendary King Arthur. lt is the main 
base for King Arthur and from which he fights 
many battles. Camelot as a place is associated 
with ideals like justice, bravery and truth. 
 

Extension: To further develop this project, ask 
the class to look at some other Arthurian 
tales. Work on King Arthur, Sir Pellinore and 
Excalibur and the Lady of Shalott can be 
followed up by getting the pupils to retell the 
events that they had listened to from the 
point of view of Arthur. lndividual accounts 
can be combined to produce a class book. 
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