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WEB DISCOVERY TRAILS

A seaside resort is a town on the edge of a

sea or ocean where people go to spend their

holidays. Have you ever been on a seaside

holiday in Britain? If so, you will probably have

enjoyed playing with the sand on the beach

with your bucket and spade. But not all beaches

consist of sand – some are made of ‘shingle’.

A sandy beach consists of loose grainy

material, whereas a shingle beach consists of

large smooth pebbles. A shingle beach is

usually narrower and steeper, and

is less likely to attract

holidaymakers.

Click on these links to see

images of the two kinds of beach:

■ http://www.btinternet.com/

~ k e i t h . d i c k e r s o n / k e i t h /

beaches/

■ http://dailychump.org/photos/

black.php?uid=1021375002.976248

Sand and shingle are formed when rocky headlands

that jut out into the sea are worn back to form cliffs by the

winds, waves and tides. Material which is eroded (worn

away) collects at the base of cliffs on the coastline. This

sand, stone, or gravel is carried from beach to beach by

the tide or waves.

British seasides
This site lets you visit eight different British seaside towns.

Click the map’s red spots:

■ http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/seaconte.htm

What is the summer weather temperature in Fahrenheit

and Celsius at each resort? Will you need to wear a coat?

Beside
the seaside
Jan Green presents a web discovery trail on the

theme of seasides and islands.

Why do you think people like to spend their holidays at

such places?

Find out by sharing this family’s coach trip to Blackpool:

■ http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/seaconte.htm

How did they travel to Blackpool?

How did they travel around the resort?

Can you recall any of the entertainments?

What did they have to eat?

What gift did they buy for Grandma?

Now share Sammy the Seagull’s holiday in Dover:

■ www.kented.org.uk/ngfl/subjects/geography/sammy/

book-cov-ks1.html

Steven Seagull went to Morecambe for his seaside holiday:

■ www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/literacy/lit_site/html/

fiction/stevenseagull/atthe/index.htm

Would you like to know how near your home town is to those

two resorts?  Start by searching for your town on Multimap:

■ www.multimap.com

To see exactly where the place you live lies on the map

of Britain, change the scale of the map to 1:10,000,000.

Then search for Dover and Morecambe. To see exactly

where the two resorts are on the map, change the scale

to 1:10,000,000. Is your town near to either of the resorts?

Past times
When your parents and grandparents were young, many

aspects of a seaside holiday would have been different,

though others would have been pretty much the same.

 Click through this slideshow of old photographs:

■ http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/seaconte.htm
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Now compare them with images of modern seaside

holidays you have already seen. Look particularly at forms

of transport, buildings, clothes and hairstyles, the beach,

children, entertainments and holiday souvenirs.

Are there cars in all the photos? Are there ice-cream

sellers? Are there families sitting on the sand? Are there

people wearing swimsuits? Try to identify at least three

things that are similar in these photographs or pictures,

and three that are different.

To remind you of other similarities and differences

between seaside holidays past and present, click on the

DIY Seaside Kit to drag and drop a modern beach scene.

■ http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/cafes.htm

Now study some more photographs and pictures to

see if you can spot other similarities and differences to

add to your list:

■ http://tlfe.org.uk/clicker/flashhistoryks1/seaside.swf

■ http://www.seasidehistory.co.uk/traditional.html

■ http://www.sunnyfield.co.uk/seaside_pcs.htm

Uses of land
Take a virtual trip to the top of Blackpool Tower and jot down

the various uses that are made of land in a seaside resort:

■ http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/seaconte.htm

Seaside buildings are often designed in the

style of ‘pleasure palaces’, promising dazzling

temptations and entertainment, because seaside

towns offer visitors a chance to escape the

realities of daily life for a week or two each year.

 Here are some buildings that were being built

in Blackpool in the 1920s and 1930s:

■ h t t p : / / w w w . s e a s i d e h i s t o r y . c o . u k /

seaside_architecture.html

What differences can you see between your home

town and a seaside resort?

 Return to this website to find out how people travelled to

their holiday destinations in the past and how they do so today:

■ http://tlfe.org.uk/clicker/flashhistoryks1/seaside.swf

Holidays abroad
Nowadays many people in Britain go to other countries

for their holidays. Where else in the world can we have a

seaside holiday? Find some examples here:

■ http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/dreams.htm

Notice the much higher summer temperatures.  What

other differences can you spot? Which of the places would

you like to visit, and why?

Many of the foreign resorts are on islands. An island is

a piece of land which is completely surrounded by water.

The ‘mainland’ of Great Britain is in fact an island which

lies between Ireland and continental Europe. However, the

holiday islands we like to visit are usually smaller and much

hotter than Great Britain.

What means of transport do we use to travel abroad?

Check these links to find out:

■ www.manxscenes.com/01&2/Sep/7.jpg

■ www.zap16.com/Gatwick2004%20part1/images/

gat150504%20a319%20easy%20jet%20G-EZEJ.jpg

Holiday islands
Barnaby Bear is travelling by ship to the Scilly Isles. How

does he travel? Look for the islands he visited on the map:

■ www.barnabybear.net/p4.htm

What do you think it would be like to live on a holiday

island? Would it be busy or peaceful, crowded or lonely?

Some aspects of life on an island are similar to life on

the mainland, but the natural features and climate of many

islands can make life there very different.

Map activities
On this website you can explore what life is like on two

different islands: Rathlin Island, off the coast

of Northern Ireland: and Hallig Oland, a small

island off the north German coast:

■ www.bbc.co.uk/nor ther ni re land/

schools/4_11/tykids/islandlife/

Carry out the two map activities: find

Europe, then place the Ordnance Survey symbols correctly

on the map of Rathlin Island.

How do people living on the two islands travel to the mainland?

Check out these websites to see what life is like on

other islands:

■ www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/photoalbum/

island1.shtml

How big is the island and how many people live there?

What are the main forms of transport in Papay Westray?

Finally, click on the film clip showing images from the

beautiful Caribbean island of St Lucia:

■ www.cavip.com/

Try to summarise the differences between life on all

these islands and life in your home town.

By now, you probably can’t wait for your next British

seaside or exotic island holiday!


