
Who’s Running the Country? 
A major cross-curricular project for Citizenship 
on politics, democracy and power.
By Kerrie Sharron		  KS2-KS3

This Democracy Project is a KS2-3 citizenship scheme of work 
introducing students to different forms of government and the 
values underlying them. It introduces pupils to the ‘big’ themes of 
politics through an experiential, talk-based approach.  
 
The project is structured around the class creating its own country. 
The class then live a story of events that happen to their country and 
through newspaper articles and leaflets, they are part of an evolving 
story of change. Students must use their imaginations to be part of 
this world – and to participate in the changes happening to them. 

Using debate, scenario-based role-play and problem solving, 
students empathise with the experience of different types of 
government. This process helps them to develop the necessary tools 
to debate issues arising in the political sphere.

The final project involves students creating their own ‘ideal’ 
government and gives the opportunity for them to apply their 
learning about values, processes and concepts from previous lessons 
and develop their own beliefs. 

This pack is successful in its simplicity. By focusing only on basic 
concepts students can take away firmer and deeper understandings 
of meanings. Creative thought is critical to the unit!

A major cross-curricular project for Citizenship on politics, democracy and power.
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Authoritarian Ruler Card-sortWhat is an Authoritarian Regime?

There are different kinds of governments that all look like dictatorships, but the 

leaders may not have always come to power using force, and they may claim different 

reasons for being in control of the government.  So as not to confuse things we 

call this group of governments Authoritarian Regimes.  Like in a dictatorship, the 

government is not chosen by the people, the government makes all the rules, and the

people may well be scared of arrest, or disappearance if they speak out against the 

government.  The government will usually control what is in the news and the media, 

and may well control lots of elements of peoples lives, like their religions or what 

they wear.
DictatorshipA Dictator is a type of Authoritarian ruler.  A dictator usually comes to power using 

force, and often has the army on his side to help him stay in power.  A dictator

may claim lots of different reasons for being in power. They might say it is to help 

establish a set of ideas in a country, like Communist dictators.  Or they might say it 

is to help establish order in the country, like General Veno.  Some dictators may just 

want power for themselves.
Monarchy – A King or Queen

A monarch (king or queen) can be a type of authoritarian ruler.  Sometimes a king or 

queen rule a country.  For example this used to happen in the UK.  When a monarch 

(king or queen) rule a country and act as the government they are authoritarian

rulers.  But only  when they are in control of the government.    Nowadays, in the 

UK we have a Queen but she is not in control of the government so she is not am 

authoritarian ruler and we do not live in an authoritarian regime.

Theocracy
A theocracy is a type of authoritarian regime where religious leaders control the 

government and run the country according to the rules of the religion.  The religious 

leaders are authoritarian rulers because they make the rules and the people havze to 

stick by them even if they do not believe in the religion.

1. Work out which description goes with each type of 
authoritarianleader

2. Match the peopleto
a) the photob) their countryc) the description of 
their government

3. Work out if each 
leader is ana) Monarchb) Dictatorc)Theocratic rulerPut the cards in the 

correct pile

Authoritarian Rulers Game: Instructions

Who’s Running the Country?

Place a cross in the box for the law you want to vote for

Vote 1

Education should be compulsory

Education should not be compulsory

Place a cross in the box of the law you want to vote for

Vote 2

It should be illegal to drink alcohol up to age 21It should be illegal to drink alcohol up to age 16

Place a cross in the box of the law you want to vote for

Vote 3

The government will provide money for people that 

have no job so that no-one is poor

The government will not provide money to people 

that have no job.  It is the responsibility of the 

family to look after poor members.

�
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REVOLUTION!
Citizens Rise Up

General Veno’s government is no more.

Yesterday thousands of people took to the streets of the capital in a dramatic series of events.  Protestors clashed with police before storming General Veno’s Palace.  

“This is a historic day for our people, and a historic day for our country,” announced Kwana Star, leader of the Revolutionary Democratic Par ty (RDP), (formerly known as the Tigers) to a jubilant crowd.

“Today we are free.”

Star made her speech from the steps of the former Presidential Palace. Earlier that evening protestors had gathered to march against Veno’s regime.  The march was organised by the RDP and went against police orders.

Citizens from around the 
for the protest.  Observers estimate the size of the march at between 8,000-10,000 people.

At around 7pm police clashed with protestors and opened fire.   It is estimated over a hundred civilians and many police were killed in the violence which followed. Events 

later became confused, with some police reportedly 
protestors. Protestors e v e n t u a l l y  o v e r r a n police and stormed the Presidential Palace.  It is rumoured that Veno had already fled the country. One observer said the palace was empty when protestors entered.

Story continues p. 4
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Celebration on the streets of the Capital

We will bring democracy, vow RDPL e a d e r s  o f  t h e Revolutionary Democratic Party (RDP) today vowed to bring democracy.

“The people have waited too long for freedom.  Now they look to us to deliver on 

our promise of a democratic future.

We are planning to hold free and fair elections, so that the people can choose who governs them. Finally we will have democracy. People will have freedom of thought and speech.”

However, many are worried that the RDP will not deliver on their promises.  

It is widely believed that elections must be held soon if the party is to maintain the goodwill of the nation.
Story continues p.5
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Dictatorship
A type of government where the ruler 

(Dictator) comes to power by force, 

and rules people by force, making 

them scared of him.

Anarchy
When there is no 

government and no laws

Direct 
Democracy

The citizens vote on every 

new law or decision

Revolution
When the citizens of a country over-

throw their government and replace it 

with a new one.

Democracy
A type of government where the 

people govern themselves or freely 

elect representatives to govern them.
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The Arab Spring is an ideal hook to start children thinking about power and democracy.

The pack comprises of:

Teacher’s Manual.
Book of Photocopiable Resources and Activity Sheets.
2 x A3 full colour posters.
CD of Powerpoint slides to accompany the lesson plans 
detailed in the manual, plus other resources.
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Normal Price: £60.00 
NOW £30.00 per pack
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